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Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)
Food and Drug Administration
5630 Fishers Lane, Room 1061
Rockville MD 20852

Re: Docket: ##98N- 1038 “Irradiation in the Production, Processing, and Handling of Food.”

Dear Staffpersons:

Thank you for providing citizens with an opportunity to comment upon proposed rules regarding
irradiation of food. I am a consultant with extensive experience dealing with environmental
contaminants and a mother of three children. I believe that the following a~ critical points:

● All food treated with radiation must be clearly labeled with the radiation symbol and a
statement indicating it was treated with radiation. The FDA must make this an absolute
requirement and must police violations. Otherwise, parents like me will be afraid to buy
food products because they might be irradiated. Of course, I would never knowingly buy
irradiated food for my family.

“ As a parent who cares about the health of her children, I am unwilling to expose my family
to a new class of products exposed to radiation which have not been tested for possible
carcinogenic effects on people. I am also concerned that radiation may destroy vitamins and
causes changes in chemical composition of products in a way that I could not detect as a
consumer.

● The irradiation process also creates new quantities of radioactive waste which will put both
workers and communities at risk. This is a very costly policy in the long run.

The smarter thing to do is to reduce the volume of processing facilities, increase worker training and
expertise, clean up contamination and spillage and produce safe, healthy food. I now buy only
organic or Kosher meat products, despite the expense, to reduce the risks to my family. I am willing
to pay more for food, to make sure it is wholesome for my family and follows sound environmental
practices.

I expect the FDA to protect me and my family and to prevent food processors from secretly adding
radiation to our food. If the consumers wouldn’t buy food with a radiation label on it for
themselves and the family they love, doesn’t that tell you something?

I hope you are listening to moms and dads as well as to the special interests. Please put my
comments on the internet if you can, so that there can be more public dialogue about safe food.
Thank you.
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